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Synopsis

The Support System for Disabled Students in
Higher Education

Fiichi Amano
Satoru Ohnishi
Naoto Sato
Kazuharu Tsuzuki

1. Purpose

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the present situation of the disabled student
support system in higher education. First of all, we formulate a concept of the support
system for disabled students in Japan. Then, we examine some situations of the
present support systems at three major disabilities, that is, aural handicap, visual
handicap and physical handicap. To do so, we have carried out the nationwide
investigations since 1989, and we have made close analyses of these investigations,
especially the one which we implemented in May, 1993.

In Japan, it is said there are few or no public controls over universities to support
disabled students. Therefore, in most cases, universities must make their own support
systems for themselves.We will try to make clear how the support system for disabled
students would be formed and developed in this country. And we will find out how our
university becomes to accept the disabled students with these developments of

systems.

2. The Support System for Disabled Students

The support system for disabled students consists of two lower rank support systems

(sub-systems). One is the material support system which includes the facilities or
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equipments to support disabled students in the campus. And the other is the human
support system which means the human resources helping disabled students’ everyday
lives. In fact, every university develops these two support sub-systems separately.
Some universities may develop only a material support system, and other universities
may develop only a human support system. But certainly, there are just a few
universities which have made a remarkable progress in both two systems.

As for the human support system, we can distinguish the following two conditions.
One is the formulated condition of the human support system, and the other is the
unformulated human support system. Regarding the system which is made formal, it
seems possible to work the support function stably, because human resources for
management of this support system can be mobilized through formalities. On the
contrary, the latter system which isn’t made formal, has the difficulty in collecting
human resources and its support function may be insufficient.

It can be seen that quality and quantity of support for disabled students depend on
these two conditions of the support system. If the function of the support system is
proper for the campus life of students with disabilities, there is a great chance to
accept disabled students. In other words, the rate of acceptance of disabled persons at

a certain university can be strongly influenced by its support function.

3. Analysis

The necessary support function is rather different, according to the kind of disability.
Generally speaking, the disabled student support system will take different forms in
various universities. Here, we will show some of our conclusions briefly, summarizing

three main disabilities one by one.

[Students with physical handicap]

a : It is important, first of all, to prepare a material support system.

b : Even if a human support system exists, the disabled student support function
doesn’t improve properly.

¢ : Shifting from a material support system to the complex of both systems, the

disabled student support function is strengthened, but the effect isn’t very strong.

[Students with visual handicap]

a : There are few faculties with material support systems.
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b : Even if a human support system exists, it hardly makes the disabled student
support function improve.
€ : When a human support system is mixed with a material support system, the

disabled student support function improves substantially.

[Students with aural handicap]

a : There are few faculties with material support systems.

b : With a human support system, the disabled student support function improves to
a degree.

€ : Only with a formulated human support system, the disabled student support

function improves fairly.

This paper examines some aspects of the support systems in higher education
affecting the acceptance of the disabled students and the lives of these students. In
conclusion, we have to say that it is very important to pay particular attention to the
ways in which disabled students are supported in the campus, and more accurate data
must be collected to develop these support systems.

Some of the analyses of the '93 investigation are written in this paper, and will be

discussed closely in our next paper.
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