HE SEOMTRRORRAEZEAS

(SO ORI E 25

2021466 H . 1 L\ AWt it 5k KA A B EE P g S 7z 19974 (25 0] O %A W 1t it 3 K
BHESI N, FOBAETEICHBE I, SHIEETRE b, JikRMAFELE L TH S
MACRER T 2 %2 h, WA D B EBEIIRESBIL., RSP R TREEHDIED ST
/22 b 1990EMRBFICB VTR, WiRicBIT5 3 2 b %2 &0 THERBRIICE M 7R VK
DY —VCZADEBPREEREL 2o TV £L T, BUFE LTHIICET 2841 2 T
AEBILTAHIENEETH )., BREITHHEE L TOREROBEN 2 HELZXS 72012,
RKAODOKMPRESINLZ L E ol Tk, ERAERLZZZ 2. REIZRILWY
Tty SHICHHAKER & Vo 2 KRBBE K ERFAOXIL. F T4 N—FE e EWifap~oxt
o STEEREEEAOX IS, FRla T F T 4 )V ARG RANOR IS 7 & B A T 7 2 iR E DS
HHEL, FNANOFIEAREINT X 72,

B L WRAT R Tk, fHFZETHE OS2 RWROER, HATIZR S Lo gz,
BT LR WROEBOIESIRELGHE o TWbh, WiKIZHB VTS FHM o A A
ERELTBD, DXNOFIGE W) HE. FIAN—RENFEILT 5 %h. WiktFEnys
BEREOUFE, BEME, KERONILR E, ZONRREZIEICboTWw5,

AW HER AL, BOIWRICEDLLIBRFICL 2WRBRE T L D5L V) EDTH-
2% wILE. WRBCEICHE S, Wik, Y754 F 2 — v ERko5 B0tk E Ry 0L
&Ofb‘z&o
%i%gu\%ﬁﬁéﬁmhﬁb&ém%\%Lf%@ﬁ%%¢bm\ﬁ&&ﬁﬁﬁgﬁué

DTH5bHo

# B

Thoughts on Developing a Logistics Policy for the Future

In June 2021, the Japanese Cabinet approved a new Comprehensive Physical Distribution
Policy. The government adopted its first such policy for logistics and distribution in 1997,
and revisions have been made to the policy every four years. The most recent policy marks
the seventh time that revised policies have been issued. A quarter-century has elapsed
since the first policy was introduced, and conditions in the logistics sector have changed
dramatically over that period of time, as has the role that logistics activities play in the
overall economy.
In the late 1990s, the most important issue for logistics providers was the need to minimize
cost while still providing a world-class standard of service. It was against this backdrop
that the government and its various Ministries began working together to develop a
comprehensive policy aimed at developing the logistics sector. Since then, a multitude of
changes have occurred in the industry and new challenges have arisen, requiring changes
to this policy. The logistics sector has been forced to evolve in order to better support the
lifestyles of Japanese citizens, reduce the impact on the environment, respond to natural
disasters such as the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake, and address new challenges such as
a growing shortage of delivery truck drivers, adverse working conditions for drivers and
the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic. The government s new policy seeks to address
all of these challenges.
The government s new Comprehensive Physical Distribution Policy aims to leverage
advances in technology in order to promote logistics activities which are: “simple and
smooth” , “less onerous for logistics providers” and “tough yet flexible” . Specifically,
the policy promotes new business models that increase standardization and digitalization,
improve working conditions in the sector in order to address the ongoing shortage of
drivers, respond to environmental concerns and deal with the potential interruptions caused
by natural disasters.
In the past, government policies for the logistics sector addressed logistics activities in
isolation. More recently, however, it has been necessary to develop policies that address not
only logistics activities, but a wide range of issues related to supply chain and the future
direction of the logistics industry. The Comprehensive Physical Distribution Policy deals
with these matters. In this report, we will look at issues that the industry will need to
address in the future, examining these problems from every point of view.
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